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I. Pardo, Ph.D. (i.pardo@kent.ac.uk) is 
Honorary Professor of Social Anthropology at 
the University of Kent, U.K. and serves as 
President of the International Urban 
Symposium (IUS). Prof. Pardo, a well-known 
specialist in Urban Anthropology, is the author 
of several books and peer-reviewed essays. 
 

G.B. Prato (g.b.prato@kent.ac.uk) is Honorary 
Professor at the University of Kent, U.K. Widely 
published in anthropology, she serves as Chair 
of the IUAES Commission on Urban 
Anthropology and as Secretary and Treasurer 
of the IUS. 

Palgrave Studies in Urban Anthropology 
 

Half of humanity lives in towns and cities and that proportion is expected to increase in the coming decades. 
Society, both Western and non-Western, is fast becoming urban and mega-urban as existing cities and a 
growing number of smaller towns are set on a path of demographic and spatial expansion. Given the 
disciplinary commitment to an empirically-based analysis, anthropology has a unique contribution to make to 
our understanding of our evolving urban world. It is in such a belief that we have established the Palgrave 
Studies in Urban Anthropology series. In the awareness of the unique contribution that ethnography offers for 
a better theoretical and practical grasp of our rapidly changing and increasingly complex cities, the series will 
seek high-quality contributions from anthropologists and other social scientists, such as geographers, political 
scientists, sociologists and others, engaged in empirical research in diverse ethnographic settings. Proposed 
topics should set the agenda concerning new debates and chart new theoretical directions, encouraging 
reflection on the significance of the anthropological paradigm in urban research and its centrality to mainstream 
academic debates and to society more broadly. The series aims to promote critical scholarship in international 
anthropology. Volumes published in the series should address theoretical and methodological issues, showing 
the relevance of ethnographic research in understanding the socio-cultural, demographic, economic and geo-
political changes of contemporary society. 
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• Presents a range of topics, such as work, employment, and informality; everyday life and community 
relations; marginalization, gender, family, kinship, religion and ethnicity; and political strategies and 
social movements in historical and transnational perspectives 

• Encourages reflection on the significance of the anthropological paradigm in urban research and its 
centrality to mainstream academic debates 

• Points to new topical debates and charts new theoretical directions 
 

These ethnographically-based studies of diverse urban experiences across the world present cutting- edge 
research and stimulate an empirically-grounded theoretical reconceptualization. The essays identify 
ethnography as a powerful tool for making sense of life in our rapidly changing, complex cities. They stress 
the point that while there is no need to fetishize fieldwork—or to view it as an end in itself —its unique value 
cannot be overstated. These active, engaged researchers have produced essays that avoid abstractions and 
generalities while engaging with the analytical complexities of ethnographic evidence. Together, they prove 
the great value of knowledge produced by long-term fieldwork to mainstream academic debates and, more 
broadly, to society. 
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